
St Mary’s RC Primary School Geography Vocabulary Progression 
 

 
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Locational and 

Place Knowledge 

England 

Scotland 

France 

Italy  

Spain  

America 

United Kingdom 

England, Scotland, 

Wales, Ireland 

Dublin, Edinburgh, 

Cardiff, London 

Countries, 

continents, oceans 

World map 

Location  

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle 

Lake District  

Counties 

Cities  

Europe 

North America 

South America 

Russia  

latitude and 

longitude, the 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian, time 

zones  

Suez and Panama 

canals, Rotterdam, 

Niagra, California, 

Palm Springs 

Curitiba and 

Freiburg 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Man-made 

Natural  

moors, hills, rivers, 

mountain, soil,  

countryside, coast, 

sand, waves, beach 

 

houses, homes, 

house, castle, farm, 

fence, gate, parks 

Physical and human 

features 

 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, sea, 

ocean, season and 

weather 

city, port, harbour 

valley, mountain, 

sea, ocean, river, 

soil, vegetation. 

town, factory, 

house, office and 

shop, village, farm, 

port, harbour. 

 

land-use  

settlement, 

mountains, hills, 

natural hazards  

natural resources 

minerals 

contour 

resource  

distribution 

landmarks 

relief features 

gradient 

cross-section 

earthquake 

volcanoes 

rocks  

urban development,  

rivers, reservoirs, 

coasts, terrain, 

mountainous, 

forest 

elevation 

landforms, 

source, meander, 

erosion, flood 

plains, tributaries, 

reservoir 

 

population density, 

migration,  

political boundaries  

biomes, climate, 

vegetation, climate 

pattern, habitat, 

temperate forest, 

grassland, mini-

desert, water cycle 

economic activity, 

power/energy, 

trade, food, 

renewable, non-

renewable 

infrastructure, 

climate change, 

sustainability, ozone 

layer, greenhouse 

gases, methane gas, 

air and food miles, 

economy, pollution, 

Natural hazards 

migration pattern, 

port, cargo 



“An education in the fullness of humanity should be the defining feature of Catholic schools.” 

Pope Francis  

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

Map 

Messy Map 

Sketch map  

left, right, straight 

on, in front of, 

behind, next to) 

Map, sketch map 

Aerial view 

Birds-eye view 

Symbols 

Key 

North, South, East 

and West 

near and far; left 

and right 

direction  

observation  

fieldwork 

 

Atlas 

Globe  

OS map 

Compass  

Direction  

perspectives 

biodiversity  

 

 

Topographical  

Orienteering  

Grid references 

scale, distance, 

direction 

 

Physical map 

Topographical  

North East 

North West 

South East 

South West 

Scale, distance, 

direction 

Thematic map 

Conversion  

Scale, distance, 

direction 

 

Economic / resource 

map 

Scale, distance, 

direction, 

conversion 

Proximity  

We Care, We Pray, We Work, We Play… in Jesus' Way 


